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INTRODUCTION:
PERSPECTIVES ON 4 EZRA AND 2 BARUCH
FROM THE SIXTH ENOCH SEMINAR

Gabriele Boccaccini and Jason M. Zurawski

4 Ezra and 2 Baruch are classic, perhaps even defining examples of both
Jewish apocalyptic and pseudepigraphy. These texts—the first preserved
in the larger Latin work of 2 Esdras, the other surviving, as a whole, only
in the Syriac Bible found in the Ambrosianus Library in Milan—are set
in the aftermath of the destruction of the first temple in 586 B.C.E. Two
great scribes—one the bringer of the Torah post-return, the other the
secretary of the prophet Jeremiah—Ilament the fate of their city and their
exiled people. Both haggle and argue with God or God’s messenger as to
why this terrible thing should have happened to God’s own people. And
both are given symbolic visions, which, when explained, depict, on the
one hand, the universal history of a people disobedient and oppressed,
and, on the other, the eschatological redemption of the people, the
destruction of its enemies, and the glorious world to come, the destiny of
the righteous, those who have remained faithful to the Torah despite the
difficulties in doing so. In reality, both texts were written not in the sixth
century B.C.E., but instead at the end of the first century C.E., the authors
responding to the destruction of the second temple, not the first, the
Babylonian exile used merely as a tool to describe an incident which
may still be too fresh.

Contemporary scholars have come to recognize the importance of
4 Ezra and 2 Baruch to the understanding of first-century Israel and the
development of Judaism and early Christianity. The strides in the past
century in the scholarship of the Second Temple period have been
immense, especially in the recognition of the great diversity of the period,
and in these Jewish apocalypses we can begin to see marked shifts in
ideologies or theologies which had to cope with the loss of the temple
and the difficulty of now remaining faithful to one’s ancestral traditions.
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The growing interest in the history and literature of Second Temple
Judaism in the past 60 years has not only brought to light the importance
of texts like 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch, but it has also made possible the
success of an organization like the Enoch Seminar, which is focused
specifically on this period so neglected in earlier scholarship. The Enoch
Seminar was founded in 2001 by an international team of specialists in
Second Temple Judaism, who were seeking recognition and autonomy
for the study of this period so crucial for both Christian and Rabbinic
origins by fostering a better, more thorough understanding of its litera-
ture and thought. The goal was to tear down the misleading walls of
separation that still divide this field of research, recovering the unity and
integrity of the period. Enoch was chosen as the symbol of this inter-
canonical and inter-disciplinary effort, as he is present in each and all of
the canons that anachronistically divide the sources from the period: Old
Testament, Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, Dead Sea Scrolls, Jewish-
Hellenistic literature, New Testament, Apostolic Fathers, etc.

The first five Seminars were more specifically devoted to the study of
Enoch and the literature related to that mysterious patriarch. The First
Enoch Seminar (Florence, 2001) was on “The Origins of Enochic
Judaism”; the Second (Venice, 2003), “Enoch and Qumran Origins”; the
Third (Camaldoli, 2005), “Enoch and the Messiah Son of Man”; the
Fourth (Camaldoli, 2007), “Enoch and the Mosaic Torah: The Evidence
of Jubilees”; and the Fifth (Naples, 2009), “Enoch, Adam, Melchisedek:
Mediatorial Figures in 2 Enoch and Second Temple Judaism.” The Sixth
Seminar, “Second Baruch and Fourth Ezra: Jewish Apocalypticism in
Late First Century Israel,” was chaired by Matthias Henze and focused
on two of the most important Jewish documents written shortly after the
destruction of the second temple.

The Sixth Seminar, which took place just outside of Milan, June 26—
30, 2011, was dedicated to the memory of the great archaeologist and
scholar Hanan Eshel "1. Hanan was one of the founding members of the
Enoch Seminar, and he played an integral role in the growth of the
organization. His absence was deeply felt.

As usual, participation in the Sixth Enoch Seminar was by invitation
only and was restricted to university professors and specialists in the
field. Professors Henze and Boccaccini assembled in the small village of
Gazzada, Italy a group of experts from around the world. Over 80
scholars from the United States, Canada, South America, Europe, Israel,
and Ethiopia took over the Villa Cagnola for five days of intensive study
and discussion on these extremely important Jewish apocalyptic texts.
After Professor Henze opened the Seminar with his talk on the status
quaestionis of the texts, the focus turned to the twelve major papers,
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ranging in topic from the texts’ relationship to Jewish and Christian
materials to their reception history. Papers are never read at the Enoch
Seminar, but instead are all circulated in advance, allowing the majority
of time to be dedicated to discussion. At the Sixth Seminar, each major
paper was discussed in both plenary sessions and smaller sessions led by
two respondents.

The conference generated a lively debate among the participants,
which went far beyond the assigned papers, now collected in the pro-
ceedings volume, published by Brill.! Participants were encouraged to
submit additional short papers on various aspects related to the study of
4 Ezra and 2 Baruch. These short papers also were circulated in advance
so that most of the time in Gazzada could be devoted to more in-depth
discussion. After the conference the authors were invite to revise their
work in light of the new elements and challenges given by five days of
hard work and intellectual camaraderie. The fruit of these discussions is
found in this volume, here subdivided into four parts.

In Part [, “4 Ezra in the Apocalyptic Tradition,” the authors situate
this example of Jewish apocalyptic within the wider tradition found in
texts such as / Enoch, Daniel, and various Dead Sea Scrolls. Veronika
Bachmann compares the depiction of history and the meaning given to it
in the book of 4 Ezra with that found in the Enochic Book of the
Watchers. According to Bachmann, the author of 4 Ezra’s confrontation
with the destruction of the second temple led to his borrowing of the
Enochic author’s historical “apocalyptic technique,” transposing the
frame of reference from the present to a more universal cosmic history,
even if the very different circumstances of the authors allowed for unique
sketches and applications of this history. Based in traditional sapiential
and prophetic discourses, the Book of the Watchers, Bachmann shows,
initiated this new form of re-reading history. Bilhah Nitzan, instead,
compares the apocalyptic concepts found in 4 Ezra with those in the
Dead Sea Scrolls in order to better understand how the destruction of the
second temple influenced Jewish apocalyptic ideas. Like Bachmann,
Laura Bizzarro is also interested in the author of 4 Ezra’s reading of
history, particularly the depiction of the destruction of the second temple
in the fifth episode, and its relationship to Dan 7 and the Dead Sea
Scrolls pesharim, in an attempt to better comprehend the meaning of
history in Jewish apocalyptic texts and whether or not there was a
particular apocalyptic reading of history.

1. Fourth Ezra and Second Baruch: Reconstruction after the Fall (ed. Matthias
Henze and Gabriele Boccaccini, with the collaboration of Jason M. Zurawski;
JSJSup 164; Leiden: Brill, 2013)
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Part II, “4 Ezra, 2 Baruch, and Early Christian Literature,” offers
further proof that we must read the earliest Christian materials as part
of the wider phenomenon of Second Temple Judaism. Andreas Beden-
bender gives an innovative reading of Mark 14’s anointing of Jesus in
Bethany in light of 4 Ezra’s transformative fourth episode. Both texts,
Bedenbender argues, depict an allegorical representation of Zion.
Bedenbender’s reading shows us how fruitful and necessary it is to read
texts like the gospels within their Second Temple Jewish framework.
Calum Carmichael also reads 4 Ezra together with a gospel, this time
looking at the depictions of the days of creation in 4 Ezra 6:38-59 and
John 1-5, arguing that the gospel author, through allegory, is retelling
the Genesis creation narrative through the incidents of Jesus’ life.
Carmichael shows that, despite the very different directions each author
takes, both 4 Ezra and John share a common pool of traditions con-
cerning the Genesis creation story. Eric Mason compares how 4 Ezra,
2 Baruch, and the Epistle to the Hebrews interpret and utilize Ps 104:4.
While there was a dominant exegetical tradition in Second Temple
Judaism of reading the Psalm as a description of the origins of angels
from fire and wind, the interpretation of the passage in both 4 Ezra and
Hebrews, Mason argues, proves that not all ancient authors read the
Psalm in that vein. Rivka Nir argues that the final section of the book of
2 Baruch, the Epistle, should be read, against the current scholarly
consensus, as an early Christian document, a gospel imbued with speci-
fically Christian symbols, destined for a Christian audience.

For Part III, “Close Readings of 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch,” the authors
each focus on particular problems or issues within the texts in an attempt
to offer more nuanced readings. Jason Zurawski looks closely at 4 Ezra
7:10-14, a particularly difficult and ambiguous passage concerning the
nature of Adam’s sin and its effect on future generations. Long taken as a
prooftext that the author of 4 Ezra imagined a sort of original sin that
affected the rest of humanity, this text appears to be at odds with the idea
espoused throughout the rest of the text that God had foreordained the
world to come and all the eschatological materials. Zurawski, therefore,
offers a new reading of the text which better makes sense of the gram-
matical ambiguities in light of the rest of the document. Daniel Gurtner
examines the views of the eschaton and the world to come found in the
book of 2 Baruch, particularly the blessings acquired in the next age by
the righteous who maintain their adherence to the Law in the present
despite the difficulties of this world. In his paper, Jared Ludlow explores
2 Baruch’s views on death, the final judgment, and the state of souls in
the afterlife, revealing a text which exhorts one to good works, a general,
Jewish ethical lifestyle. Following the work of Jan Van Goudoever and
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Pierre Bogaert, Basil Lourié seeks to reconstruct the implied calendars
used by the authors of 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch. The calendaric details show,
among other things, that the Epistle of 2 Baruch was part of the original
recension of the text. Carla Sulzbach compares the differing narrative
perspectives in 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch in order to see how they affect the
portrayal of Jerusalem, specifically looking at how the texts present the
changing face of Jerusalem’s urban space, reconstructing the city from
the collective memory.

Finally, Part IV, “4 Ezra and 2 Baruch in their Social and Historical
Settings,” attempts to situate these documents within their appropriate
Sitz im Leben, whether archaeologically, paleographically, or psychologi-
cally. James Charlesworth looks closely at some recent archaeological
discoveries in and around Jerusalem in order to show that the long-
standing scholarly assumption that neither 4 Ezra nor 2 Baruch could
have been written in Jerusalem between 70 and 132 C.E. is not neces-
sarily true. The archaeological data from Shucafat and other sites show
clear evidence of Jewish life and literary activity near Jerusalem. Next,
Charlesworth contends that 2 Baruch must be a response either to ideas
similar to those found in 4 Ezra or to 4 Ezra itself, seeking to resolve the
pessimistic, unsatisfactory position and response to the crisis of the
destruction in 70 found in that text. In his paper, Stephen Pfann looks
behind 4 Ezra 14:42 and the idea that Ezra’s scribes wrote in “characters
which they did not know,” by exploring the history and use of Jewish
cryptographic and esoteric scripts in the Second Temple period, looking
primarily at examples from the Dead Sea Scrolls. Harold Ellens takes a
psychological look at the phenomenon of apocalyptic thought in texts
like the Parables of Enoch, 11QMelchizedek, 4 Ezra, 2 Baruch, and
early Christian literature, as well as the general apocalyptic air during the
late Second Temple period. According to Ellens, the apocalyptic world-
view exhibits all of the traits of psychological delusion according to
modern psychiatric standards. This delusion often led to catastrophic
consequences, from the messianic fervor of the first century C.E. to con-
temporary phenomena of collective psychotic delusions.

These papers, along with those found in the companion volume of the
Proceedings, reflect well the Enoch Seminar’s goal of fostering a greater
understanding of Second Temple Judaism en foto—a goal that is pursued
through a variety of activities, from the biennial meetings of the Enoch
Seminar and the Enoch Graduate Seminar, to the newly created Nan-
geroni Meetings, the Online Encyclopedia of Second Temple Judaism
(www.4enoch.org), and the online journal (www.enochseminar.org).



